BUILDING FOR
SLOPING BLOCKS






SLOPING BLOCKS offer a unique opportunity to create homes with
character, elevation, and design features that go beyond what's
possible on flat land. While they can seem complex, with the right
approach they become the foundation for highly functional, visually

striking homes tailored to the natural shape of the site.

At Hudson Ridge Builders, we specialise in turning sloping sites into
well-designed, practical homes through a fully integrated process
that brings design, engineering, and construction together. Every
block is different—whether it falls away from the street, rises towards
the rear, or slopes across the site, each presents unique opportunities

when designed correctly.

This guide covers the key things to know about building on a sloping
block, including the different types of slopes, what to expect, and the
technical considerations involved. Most importantly, it provides an
overview of the journey ahead, so you know what to expect and can
build with confidence, while showing how our in-house team makes

the entire process straightforward and seamless from start to finish.
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D SLOPING (FRO ) /| STEEP SLOPES
o The land rises from the street towards the rear * Significant gradient changes across the block.
* Creates strong street presence and elevation ® Requires specialist engineering and design integration
* Often requires stepped foundations or retaining ¢ Often involves multi-level or podium-style construction
e Great for multi-level designs with rear views * Maximises views and architectural impact
DOWNWARD SLOPING VA COMPLEX / MIXED SLOPES

(REAR FALL)

¢ Combination of multiple slope directions

« The land slopes down from the street ® Most challenging but offers the most design freedom
towards the backyard ¢ Fully custom home design required

« Ideal for split-level homes * Strong reliance on structural and site planning

* Allows elevated street frontage expertise

¢ Often suited to garages at street level z

. . . . \ ’n,
with living areas below or mid-level J

SIDE SLOPING (CROSS FALL)

* The slope runs from one side boundary

to the other ° (.

® Requires careful drainage and engineering Z

e Often suits split-level or custom stepped i

designs '

e Can create unique internal levels and zoning




CONSIDERATIONS & WHAT TO EXPECT

Sloping blocks can vary significantly in cost and build time due to their complexity, but they also deliver

greater long-term value and architectural outcomes.

BUILD TIME

¢ Allow additional time for excavation, engineering
and retaining.
e Customisation and approvals may extend

pre-construction phase.

 Construction sequencing is more staged and precise.

NEIGHBOURS

¢ Overlooking and privacy impacts on neighbouring
properties.

e Visual bulk and perceived height, particularly

on downhill lots.

® Overshadowing of neighbouring homes and private
open space.

e Site-responsive design that works with the natural

slope and minimises impacts.

COST CONSIDERATIONS

® Extent of excavation (cut and fill).

¢ Height and length of retaining walls.

¢ Foundation complexity.

e Site access for machinery.

¢ Soil conditions and drainage requirements.

e Level of architectural customisation.

VALUE

While initial build costs can be higher,

sloping blocks often deliver:

¢ Better views and natural light.

® Increased street appeal and resale value.

® More usable land when properly designed.

¢ Unique architectural outcomes not achievable

on flat land.

EARTHWORKS & EXCAVATION

e Cutting into high points and filling low points
to create build platforms.
e Balancing cut and fill reduces cost a environmental impact.

* Soil type significantly impacts stability and cost.

RETAINING WALLS

e Essential for stabilising soil and creating level
building areas.

e Can be structural, decorative, or both

* Must be engineered to handle soil pressure

and water flow.

DRAINAGE & STORMWATER

* Sloping blocks naturally move water—
control is essential.
* Subsoil drainage prevents erosion and structural damage.

e Stormwater systems are integrated into site design.

FOUNDATIONS

e Typically require stepped, or engineered slab systems.

* Must be designed for varying soil depths and loads.

e Structural engineering is critical for long-term stability.

e Gradient affects driveway design and garage placement.
* May require switchbacks, retaining, or split-level entry.

* Must meet council slope compliance requirements.

COUNCIL & COMPLIANCE

* Height restrictions, setbacks, and visual impact
assessments may apply.
e Engineering certification required for retaining

and foundations.

* Site-specific approvals are often more detailed.




BUILD LOCATIONS

Surf Coast | Bellarine Peninsula | Greater Geelong | Ballarat

Approx. 4.4m fall Approx. 4.2m fall

Hudson Ridge design & build on sloping blocks across a range of locations, with experience designing homes to suit
varying site conditions. Depending on the slope and characteristics of your land, construction may require specialised
footings, retaining walls, or additional site preparation. Our team will assess your block and guide you through each step,

ensuring your home is designed to suit your site from the outset.

Approx. 2.8m fall Approx. 5.0m fall
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